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WHAT IS GENDER MAINSTREAMING?
What is gender mainstreaming? Is it: 













• It is not	only	about	gender	balance	or	increasing	the	number	of	women	(e.g.	the	number	of	
women	in	peacekeeping)	but also	about	building	equal	opportunities	for	both	women	and	
men	(e.g.	to	include	perspectives,	or	to	participate	in	post-conflict	processes).
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Do you know the difference between gender equality and gender equity? 
Comment on the picture and share your thoughts with us!
HOW DOES GENDER 
MAINSTREAMING TAKE PLACE?
Commitment to gender equality 
The AU has made commitments to work for gender equality, and within the 








Commitment to gender 
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The purpose of gender analysis is to:























Seek and articulate the viewpoints	of	women	and	
men,	making	their	contribution	a	critical	part	of	
developing	policies,	programmes	and	projects
Help	to	ensure	that	the	different needs of women 
and	men	are	clearly	identified	and	addressed	at	all	
stages	of	the	policy	cycle	
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Next Gender Bite
What	are	sex-disaggregated	data	and	gender-sensitive	indicators?
Examples of gender analysis at the AU PSD
Peace Support Operations Division:
i) Internal aspects.	Which	are	the	different	needs	of	female	and	male	
uniformed	personnel?	What	obstacles	do	men	and	women	encounter?	
ii) External aspects. Which	are	the	needs	of	women	and	men	within	the	local	
communities?	How	were	these	groups	affected	differently	by	the	conflict?	
What	support	do	they	need?
Conflict Prevention and Early Warning Division: 




ii) Ethnic violence. Has	there	been	an	increase	in	sexual	violence	towards	women	or	
men	of	a	specific	ethnic	group?	Is	sexual	violence	used	as	a	weapon	of	war	to	target	
a	specific	group?	
Crisis Management and Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Development Division: 
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CONTACTS
PEACE AND SECURITY DEPARTMENT
AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION
African Union Headquarters
P.O. Box 3243, Roosvelt Street W21K19
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 551 77 00
Fax: +251 11 551 78 44
Email: situationroom@africa-union.org
www.peaceau.org/ www.au.int
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